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1. Letter from the Secretariat 

Dear Participants, 

First of all, it is my utmost pleasure to serve you as the Secretary General for the first edition 

of ION Model United Nations Conference. I am more than proud for making this conference 

happen with my colleagues and looking forward to see every attendee. 

 

Essentially MUN’s are great opportunities to increase your consultation capabilities, your 

assertiveness and understand how policy is implemented. I can honestly state that MUN 

impacted my perspective on life in a positive way. For this reason, it is my mission to transfer 

the experiences I have gained to the new generation and to ensure that they affect them in the 

same way. 

 

Lastly as the executive team, in order to put this conference together we really plod away. We 

really worked hard to burn the soul of IONMUN26. And do not forget ION is the timeless 

voices for peace. 

 

Sincerely, 

Doruk Sapmaz 

 

2. Letter from the Under Secretary-Generals 

As the Co-Under Secretary Generals of the Committee:Sengoku Jidai,we welcome you all to 

this magnificent committee. In this committee we promise you that you will feel like a 

samurai when you work for the future of your clan relentlessly. However before we make this 

committee an unforgettable crisis experience for you dear delegates we have some requests. 

Firstly we wish you to read the study guide at least once. Also we will provide some 

documentary-like videos via WhatsApp,we would like you to watch them too.Also please do 

some external research about the committee.Even though it is not essential,extra research will 

make this experience a lot better for you. We are looking forward to meeting you in this 

amazing conference and fabulous committee. If you have any kind of questions about the 

committee in your mind,do not hesitate to contact us.  

 



 

Güney Deniz Ala 

Metehan Yıldırım 

Melikhan Demirkıran 

3. Committee Procedure 

Semi-moderated Caucus: Unlike moderated caucuses, delegates in a semi-moderated 

caucus are allowed to speak without the chair's permission, as long as they do not interrupt 

other cabinet members and treat each other with respect. 

 

Unmoderated Caucus: In an unmoderated caucus, delegates are free to draft any kind of 

paper they want to achieve their goals, and support others. ​

​

Moderated Caucus: In a moderated caucus, delegates who wish to speak upon the topic 

raise their placards and they are chosen and moderated by the chairboard.​

​

What is a Directive? 

Crisis’ are in order for specialized committees that replicate decision-making during a crisis. 

Individual delegates or members inside the committee provide directives to guide their 

actions and responses to the crisis. Delegates use directives to propose specific courses of 

action, tactics, or policies to handle the situation. Depending on the committee structure, and 

the course of actions currently happening in the committee, these directives can take many 

forms, such as Individual, Joint, Committee, Intelligence, Top Secret Directive, and Press 

Release. 

 

Individual Directive: 

When an action is within your character's authority or is achievable due to their abilities, you 

write personal commands To begin, there is a format for writing directives; so, you must state 

who is sending the directive and to whom it is being sent (from, to). Followed by the time and 

current date of the committee. Finally, the format of your directive and its title. That's all 

there is to it; this is the only format you need to know to write a directive. The only thing left 

is the content of your directive, and the way through which you compose it is fairly simple;  

You write it by answering the what, why, when, who, where, and, most crucially, how 

questions. You write the action you want to take by answering the WH questions and then 



 

elaborating and discussing it as much as possible to make your plan as thorough as feasible. 

Also, whenever possible, employ the future tense. On paper, a directive looks like this: 

 

From: Menelaus                                      Personal Directive                                    Date: 

1192BC May 3 

To: Related Authorities                           Capturing Tiryns                                      Time: 12.34 

(Spartan Cabinet) 

What: I will capture Tiryns with my 5,000 agoge men stationed on the Tiryns frontline. My 

soldiers will kill and destroy any enemy forces they come across, as well as any enemy 

military bases. Women and children in the city will not be murdered unless they attack the 

soldiers.  

To reduce noise, the 5,000 agoge soldiers will be divided into 50 groups, with 200 soldiers 

per group. Each group will have a commander, and the commanders will be the best warriors 

among their groups. They will be well-armed with their hoplons, xiphos, and dorus (Spartan 

agoge soldiers' shields, spearheads, and small swords). Each group will apply the doctrine 

properly to face the fewest casualties. If needed, 3 soldiers from each group will bring 

supplies to their own group from the frontlines, and these 3 soldiers will be picked randomly 

from the commanders. They will use the safest route and avoid the enemy. Our men will take 

the safe paths suggested by our spies. 

Why: Tiryns plays a crucial role in the war, and it must be captured in order to cut the 

enemy's supply lines. 

When: Soldiers will charge at 02.00 a.m. to catch the enemy off guard.  

Who: I will be operating this attack, and if I fall during the war, my right-hand man, Analus, 

will take over. 5,000 agoge soldiers will assault the enemy.  

Where: 2,500 of my soldiers will charge from the southeast frontline, and the other 2,500 

will charge from the west to capture Tiryns.  

How*: Soldiers will check and control their weapons before charging. They will pray, 

remember how brave they are, and then honour their nation and gods by demolishing the 

enemy. They will not disobey their commander's orders and apply the doctrine as they say. To 

avoid being affected by attrition, our soldiers will study their geographical situation as well as 

the enemy's to use in their favour. Soldiers will use an offensive phalanx formation when I 

order them to charge, and they will slaughter each enemy troop they face. They will use the 

offensive formation until they face a larger enemy force to quickly capture as many critical 

areas as possible. If they face a larger enemy force, to be exact, 1.5 times larger than them, 



 

they will quickly change to a defensive phalanx formation and wait for recruitment whilst 

defending themselves. Their priority will be killing the enemy rather than cutting supply 

lines. In mountain areas, they will use the highlands in their favour and quickly oppress the 

enemy to finish them. Once they reach the city, their priority will be killing the cabinet 

members of Tiryns. If possible, they will defenestrate them to entertain themselves. After the 

military bases and the city are captured, soldiers will go to the possible conflict areas to 

recruit other soldiers. Even though we sent spies before, our soldiers will be vigilant for any 

kind of trap. Their main objective is to capture the city, and for that purpose, they will 

sacrifice themselves without hesitation.  

 

Joint Directive: 

Directives written by more than one individual are considered joint directives. You write joint 

directives when you can only achieve your purpose in the directive by utilizing the authority 

of other cabinet members. Assume you are the commander of the army, and you want to take 

Warsaw. Yet you understand that conquering it without air superiority would be impossible, 

so you write a joint directive with the general of the air force. So it makes the “from:” part 

your name and the general of the air forces’ name, and instead of a personal directive you 

write a Joint Directive. Everything else is the same. 

 

 Committee Directive: 

A committee directive is written when you wish to use everyone's authority or when you are 

about to deliver your final directive (in most cases). Delegates frequently ask me, "How are 

we meant to write a committee directive with the other cabinet?" But that's just a common 

misunderstanding. You write the committee directive with your cabinet; the formal name is 

"Committee Directive," but it is basically a cabinet directive. So, simply writing a Committee 

Directive to the "from:" part will do. 

 

 Intelligence Directive: 

You write intelligence directives when you want to acquire the necessary information about 

you or your country/cabinet. The format is exactly the same, except for the "WH Questions" 

part. For example: 

 

From: Winston Churchill             Intelligence Directive                                    Date: 1942 May 

3 



 

To: Crisis Team                             Our Troop Counts                                         Time: 16.21 

(The Great Britain Cabinet) 

How many troops does our country have? Do we possess any nuclear weapons? How many 

of our military factories are assigned to manufacture infantry weapons, and what kind of 

weapons are they producing? 

 

Top Secret: 

Top Secret directives are those that your chair is not allowed to read. You hand over your Top 

Secret directive to the admin. They are written precisely the same, but you must fold your 

paper and write "TOP SECRET" on the back side of it. The major reason for writing a Top 

Secret Directive is treason, a diabolical strategy to crash one's own cabinet or to switch sides. 

For instance, if a person secretly kills his cabinet members and becomes the dictator, the 

winning condition changes and only that person wins, whereas the cabinet loses. But I don't 

recommend writing Top Secret Directives unless you're planning on writing a brilliant 

10-page long directive, because failing to do so will backfire much worse. You will earn your 

cabinet's distrust, and you may die and be given an insignificant character. Furthermore, 

updates to the Top Secret Directives are only sent to the person who sent them, unless they 

directly affect the other cabinet members. 

 

4. Historical Background & The Three Kingdoms  

When the Eastern Han dynasty had collapsed in 220 CE,China was divided into three 

separate dynasties. Cao Wei in the north,Shu Han in the southwest, and Eastern Wu in the 

southeast. All these states declared themselves as the successor of China after the fall of the 

Han dynasty which is the main reason for the warring state. 

In 25 CE the Han empire was not in a good condition. In the times of hardships the empire 

was on the verge of collapsing. In order not to collapse, the Empire was reconstitutioned as 

the Eastern Han. However after about 150-180 years, the empire was disintegrating into 

chaos one more time. In addition to that atmosphere of chaos,the last ruler of the empire had 

no skills in ruling. Just a short time after his reign he became no more than a puppet of 

high-ranked generals. In 220 he finally gave up on the throne.The new leader was Cao Pi who 

was the son of Cao Cao(the protector of the previous king and the mighty commander he is).  



 

The fall of the Eastern Han was not a sudden collapse,the unresolved issues grew into 

something the empire wasn't able to overcome. Internal political instability, economic 

decline, and social unrest during the final years of the Eastern Han caused this political 

corruption and mess. Also the warlordism ideology and Yellow Turban rebellions accelerated 

the inevitable end of the Eastern Han. The Yellow Turban rebellion was a crucial uprising 

proving the harsh environment got out of control. The rebellion aimed to establish a utopian 

society based on principles of universal equality, rejecting the hierarchical values of 

Confucianism. The movement gained traction due to widespread discontent among the 

peasantry, driven by economic hardship, natural disasters, and political corruption. Colour 

yellow represented the return to the earth and the ideologies of the rebels. Even though 

successfully taking control over the officers, the rebellion was oppressed eventually.The 

aftermath of the rebellion contributed to the destabilization of the Eastern Han Dynasty, 

setting off a series of civil conflicts and power struggles that eventually led to the 

establishment of the Three Kingdoms period.  

 

Out of the ensuing power struggle among regional warlords, Cao Cao emerged as the 

dominant figure in the north, eventually bringing Emperor Xian under his control and using 

this leverage to consolidate military and political power.  



 

Cao Wei was normally regarded as the rightful institutional successor of the Han dynasty and 

ruled over north China; the south was controlled by Wu, while Sichuan and Yunnan were 

dominated by Shu. The resulting division between north and south in the early 3rd century 

intensified the cultural, political, and economic differences between these two macro-regions 

of China.  

Militarily and economically, the three states were unequal. According to comparative 

accounts, Wei possessed the greatest national strength, followed by Wu, with Shu the weakest 

— though Shu's chancellor Zhuge Liang implemented rigorous administrative and legal 

reforms that spurred agricultural and handicraft development, and Wu benefited from a 

comparatively advanced shipbuilding industry given its riverine and coastal geography.  

The period's near-constant warfare had severe demographic consequences. Warfare, famine, 

and disease drastically reduced China's population, from nearly 56 million during the Han 

dynasty to roughly 16 million by 280 — one of the sharpest population collapses in 

premodern Chinese history. The economy of the period relied heavily on manorial 

landholding systems and alternative currencies such as silk and grain, reflecting the 

breakdown of unified fiscal administration.  



 

 

 

5. The Rise of the Three Kingdoms 

The Three Kingdoms period was an era of political fragmentation that followed the 

disintegration of the Eastern Han dynasty and preceded the reunification of China under the 

Western Jin dynasty. The period starts with the declaration of the Wu dynasty; it ends with 

the fall of Wu, which was the last of the three. The three empires are what remains from the 

warlords who fought over the domination of China. The Wei was officially the successor of 

the Han dynasty. Wei ruled in the north, controlling the productive farmlands; Wu ruled in the 



 

southeast. On the other hand, Shu ruled in the southwest Sichuan region. These radical 

changes deepened the already existing opposition between the north and south of China.  

However in the end, the winner wasnt any of them… 

5.1. Cao Wei 

The Empire of Wei was founded by Cao Pi. After his coronation he was called the Emperor 

Wen. He was the son of the famous warlord Cao Cao. Using the fame that his father had 

already gained, he gathered some men in such a short time. Thanks to his father Cao Cao, 

Cao Pi’s power and influence were already high. Cao Cao was titled the duke of Wei, and ten 

cities were given to him as a reward for his heroism. Even more, those cities were called the 

states of Wei. When it was 216, he was named the King of Wei. After Cao Cao’s death in 

220, his son Cao Pi inherited all of his father's titles while he was already an imperial 

chancellor. Later Cao Pi also inherited the rights of the imperial throne and proclaimed the 

founding rights of the Wei Dynasty, making himself even more powerful than he already was. 

Cao Pi had ruled for 6 years; he was succeeded by his son Cao Rui. After Cao Rui’s death, it 

was Cao Fang’s turn to rule. However, there were two regents to the throne when Cao Fang 

was still alive. Sima Yi—one of the regents—planned a coup on his rival, Cao Shuang. After 

the coup the empire was greatly weakened, causing the regent Sima Yi to became more 

powerful than the Empire itself.Sima Yi died in 251 and passed his titles and power to his 

eldest son Sima Shi.. Sima Shi deposed Cao Fang in 254 and declared Cao Mao as the new 

emperor. After Sima Shi's death the following year, his younger brother Sima Zhao inherited 

both his power and his regency. In 260, Cao Mao attempted to seize back state authority from 

Sima Zhao through a coup. However, his attempt was not successful and in the end he was 

killed by one of Sima Zhao's subordinates. Sima Zhao was succeeded by his son Sima Yan. In 

265, who believed the titles of both King of Jin and Counsellor-in-chief gave him the right to 

throne himself. Not long after he dethroned the last Wei Emperor,Cao Huan. 

5.2. Shu Han 

The empire of Shu-Han was founded by Liu Bei, posthumously titled Emperor Zhaolie. 

"Shu" was the name of the region Sichuan at the time. Liu Bei's polity is called Shu-Han 

because Liu Bei claimed descent from the ruling house of the Han dynasty and considered 

himself the legitimate successor to the Han throne, which he regarded as having been usurped 



 

by the Wei dynasty. Liu Bei declared his empire as the third epoch of the Han Empire even 

though Shu was the commonly used name.  That confusion in names was even used by other 

empires. They referred to them directly as Shu, implying their suspicious claim on the throne.  

Even though Liu Bei claimed his power from an early Han emperor, he increased his 

influence and power over time. Especially during the Yellow Turban Rebellion, his services 

during the war brought him fame. As being one of the top generals, he was occupied with the 

lordship of central China–Sichuan. In 221, Liu Bei launched a campaign to reconquer Jing 

Province and avenge the death of his general Guan Yu. Following an initial success at the 

Battle of Zigui, the momentum of the campaign reversed. After his defeat in the Battle of 

Yiling he left the throne to his younger son because he died. His younger son Liu Shan was 

only 17 when he was enthroned. Which necessitated the regency of Zhuge Liang; even in 

later years, Liu Shan never played an active role in the actual administration of the state.  

As Chief Counsellor, Zhuge Liang restructured the government to enable the cooptation of 

local elites by a non-local administrative apparatus. He brought relief to the local population, 

lightened judicial punishments, and reduced governmental burdens, while pursuing 

agricultural development and forging accommodative relations with the ethnic minority 

populations of the southwest to stabilize Shu's frontier.  

 

Liu Shan was inexperienced, and Zhuge Liang handled every imperial issue in his name. 

After Zhuge Liang’s death in 234, Shu's political and military potential greatly decreased. 

The state was invaded by Wei general Deng Ai. 

 

5.3. Eastern Wu/Sun-Wu 

The empire was founded by Sun Quan; it was called the Great Empire later. The dynasty is 

also called "Sun-Wu" to distinguish it from earlier regional polities of the same name. The 

southeastern "warlord state" that Sun Quan inherited was built upon the military 

achievements of his father, Sun Jian who had served in the suppression of local uprisings 

during the final decades of the Later Han.  

 

When Sun Quan's elder brother Sun Ce died in 200, Sun Quan took over his troops and 

administrative apparatus. He proved able to attract a substantial body of capable political and 



 

military advisors, including Zhou Yu, Zhang Zhao, Cheng Pu, Lu Su, and Zhuge Jin. In 208, 

when Cao Cao threatened to conquer the middle Yangtze Valley. Sun Quan considered 

submission but was persuaded by Zhou Yu and Cheng Pu to i forge a military alliance with 

Liu Be. The purpose of this alliance was protecting their rights over the throne which they 

managed. This alliance brought them victory at the Battle of Red Cliffs. When Cao Pi 

proclaimed the Wei dynasty in 220, Sun Quan officially accepted him as sovereign and was 

rewarded with the title of Prince of Wu. In 222, once his territorial base was sufficiently 

consolidated, Sun Quan proclaimed himself emperor of Wu, establishing his capital first at 

Wuchang. The Empire expanded it’s territory southward, constantly pacifying the native 

tribes and increasing its population. Sun Quan formally declared full independence from Wei 

in 222 but continued to rule under the more modest title of "King of Wu." Shu Han formally 

recognized him as a legitimate emperor, and Sun Quan went on to rule for more than thirty 

years.  

  

The latter half of Wu's history was marked by chronic instability at court. Sun Xiu was placed 

on the throne and later succeeded in eliminating the regent Sun Chen with the assistance of 

loyal generals. Sun Xiu died in 264, a year after Shu Han had fallen to Wei. With Wu 

simultaneously beset by rebellions in its southern territories, officials elevated Sun Hao, son 

of the deposed Sun He, to the throne. Sun Hao initially lowered taxes and provided relief to 

the poor, but he soon turned to cruelty and prioritized courtly excess over sound governance, 

alienating much of the political elite; nonetheless, capable officials such as Lu Kai and Lu 

Kang managed to maintain a degree of stability.  

In 266, the newly founded Jin dynasty had already supplanted Cao Wei in the north. In 279, 

Jin armies launched a multi-pronged invasion of Wu. Despite attempts at resistance, Wu's 

forces were defeated, and its chancellor Zhang Ti was killed in battle. Recognizing the 

inevitability of defeat, Sun Hao surrendered to the Jin dynasty on 31 May 280 . 

 

With Jin Dynasty finally defeating Wu,three kingdoms period was officially ended.     

 



 

 

6. Major Events of the Three Kingdoms Period 

During the Warring States era, there were many uprisings, battles, and political crises. With 

the emperors at the led armies clashed; a large number of people had suffered along with it.  



 

6.1. The Yellow Turban Rebellion 

The chain of events that produced the Three Kingdoms is conventionally traced to this 

massive peasant uprising. The rebellion broke out in 184 CE, a jiazi year in the sexagenary 

cycle, which the rebels believed marked the beginning of a significant new sixty-year cycle 

of renewal. It was led by Zhang Jue, a Daoist faith healer, along with his brothers, and aimed 

to establish a utopian society based on universal equality that rejected the hierarchical values 

of Confucianism. The chain of events that produced the Three Kingdoms is conventionally 

traced to this massive peasant uprising. The rebellion broke out in 184 CE, a jiazi year in the 

sexagenary cycle, which the rebels believed marked the beginning of a significant new 

sixty-year cycle of renewal. It was led by Zhang Jue, a Daoist faith healer, along with his 

brothers, and aimed to establish a utopian society based on universal equality that rejected the 

hierarchical values of Confucianism. Although militarily defeated within roughly a year, the 

revolt deeply weakened the Han state and directly contributed to its final collapse in 220 CE, 

since lesser Yellow Turban revolts continued to destabilize the empire and the war effort 

permanently strengthened regional military commanders at the expense of the central 

government. Modern historiography accordingly treats the Yellow Turban Rebellion as the 

catalyst that led to the end of the Han dynasty and the onset of the Three Kingdoms period.  



 

 

6.2. Warlord Era 

In 220, Cao Cao's son and successor Cao Pi ended the Han dynasty, but the roots of that 

collapse trace back three decades earlier, to the years when regional strongmen filled the 

vacuum left by a paralyzed court. In the early 190s, Cao Cao rose to prominence as the 

strongman of the Central Plain: he defeated local rebels, seized the governorship of Yanzhou, 

and pacified the remaining Yellow Turban bands in Qingzhou. He then pushed the warlord 

Yuan Shu back toward the southeast and set his sights on Xuzhou. Securing the area south of 

the Yellow River, however, required prolonged struggle against Yuan Shu, Lü Bu and Liu 

Bei, who claimed membership in the imperial family. Yuan Shu was finally defeated in 199 

after having prematurely proclaimed himself emperor. A decisive turning point came in 196, 

when Cao Cao took custody of the powerless Emperor Xian and relocated him to his own 

base at Xu, where he began building an autonomous state apparatus operating in the 

emperor's name.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

6.3. The Battle of the Red Cliffs 

 

This engagement is widely regarded as the single most consequential battle of the era, since it 

prevented a single warlord from reunifying China under his own rule and thereby made a 

tripartite division inevitable. The Battle of Red Cliffs pitted the forces of northern China 

under Cao Cao against the allied southern defenders commanded by Liu Bei and Sun Quan; it 

is considered the turning point in the struggle among the warlords who had assumed control 

of their respective regions in the declining years of the Han dynasty. Cao Cao was decisively 

defeated and driven back north, ending his ambition of unifying China under his own rule, 

and the battle leveled the playing field between the era's central antagonists, since Cao Cao 

had previously commanded by far the largest army.  

In 208, Cao Cao gathered a large army, trusted advisors, and modern equipment. His army 

was so large that it was about 5 times larger than the enemy forces combined. His first target 

was the port city of Jiangling on the Yangtze, which would have put him in control of 

regional trade and allowed him to quickly resupply his forces throughout the south. From 

where armies faced to where Cao Cao retreated, the estimated area of this battle is about 150 

km. With the victory of the allied southern states, Liu Bei and Sun Quan remained alive. 



 

They took control of the city Yangtze fielding a defense line. That defense line also became 

the geographical basis for the southern states, Shu Han and Eastern Wu. 

6.4. Official End of Han Empire  

Cao Pi, ruler of Wu, forced the last emperor of the Eastern Han dynasty, Xian, to abdicate. 

Thus, Cao Pi formally established the Wei dynasty. Only a year after that, Liu Bei proclaimed 

himself the Emperor of the Han in the city of Yin. In 222, Sun Quan, after being nominally 

granted the title "King of Wu" by Wei, effectively broke from Wei's suzerainty, and in 229 he 

too adopted the full imperial title, completing the formal tripartite division of China.  

 

6.5. The Battle of Yiling 

Rather than strategic or political advantage, this war is an act of revenge. Also, the battle 

proved that Shu Han’s military strength is slowly fading away. In 219, Sun Quan’s general Lü 

Meng invaded Jing province. To defend Liu Bei’s territory, his general Guan Yu was 

assigned. During the clash, Guan Yu was captured and executed shortly after. Liu Bei was 

furious about the news; he lost both his territory and a companion of his. Also when Sun 

Quan also declared himself as emperor, Liu Bei (Shu Han) gathered a huge army to avenge 

and finish Wu. It is rumored that Shu Han armed every man who could fight. Days before the 

campaign began, Liu Bei's sworn brother Zhang Fei was murdered by his own soldiers, 

further enraging Liu Bei, who pressed forward with the invasion against the explicit counsel 

of Zhuge Liang. A young commander of Wu, Lu Xun ordered a fire attack on the 

overpopulated and poorly designed army camps of Shu Han. In just 2 days most of Shu Han’s 

army was either captured or killed. After the failed attempt, the council of Shu Han gave up 



 

on Liu Bei,choosing Zhuge Liang as the new leader. After the defeat Liu Bei got ill from 

stress and sadness and died shortly after. His son Liu Shan got throned and since he was 

young he became Zhuge Liangs puppet.  

 

 

6.6. Zhung Liang’s Northern Campaign 

Once Shu's internal position had stabilized and its alliance with Wu had been restored, Zhuge 

Liang turned to offensive operations against Wei in an attempt to fulfill Liu Bei's founding 

ambition of restoring the Han. In the spring of 228, Zhuge Liang sent two small decoy forces 

through the Ji Gorge to threaten the town of Mei, while his real objective was the Longyou 

region far to the west of Chang'an: the towns of Tianshui, Anding, and Nan'an, together with 

Mount Qi, the defensive bastion screening the upper Wei River valley.  



 

 

Over the course of five campaigns between 228 and 234, Shu forces achieved only limited 

and temporary successes; the cautious Wei commander Sima Yi consistently avoided open 

battle and instead defended fortified positions, forcing Shu forces to eventually withdraw due 

to hunger and logistical exhaustion. Zhuge Liang died during the fifth campaign in 234, after 

which Shu abandoned large-scale offensive operations for over a decade, though a later 

general, Jiang Wei, would renew similar northern campaigns between 247 and 262 with 

equally inconclusive results. 

  

6.7. Gaoping Tombs Coup 

The importance of this coup is, it ends the Cao family succession over Wei. Also it set the 

stage up for Jin usurpation. The coup took place on 5 February 249 in the state of Cao Wei. 

Both Sima Yi and Cao Shuang served as regents for the young Wei emperor Cao Fang, then 

about seventeen years old. Cao Shuang had assigned Sima Yi to a nominally prestigious but 

powerless position and attempted to concentrate authority in his own hands; Sima Yi and, 

later, his sons feigned illness and withdrew from public life as a deliberate ploy to lull Cao 

Shuang into a false sense of security. On the day in question, while Cao Shuang and his 

brothers accompanied the emperor on a ceremonial visit to the Gaoping tombs, the resting 

place of late emperor Cao Rui, Sima Yi staged his coup, seizing control of the capital, 

Luoyang, and issuing a formal memorial enumerating the various crimes allegedly committed 

by Cao Shuang. Cao Shuang surrendered and relinquished his powers after receiving 



 

assurances that he and his family would be spared; shortly thereafter, however, Cao Shuang, 

his brothers, and his supporters were charged with treason and executed along with their 

families. The coup dramatically increased the influence of the Sima family and directly paved 

the way for the eventual replacement of the Cao Wei regime by the Sima family's own Jin 

dynasty in 266.  

 

6.8. Conquest of Shu 

This campaign, launched by the Wei state against its rival Shu Han in 263 CE, culminated in 

the surrender of the Shu Han emperor Liu Shan to the Wei general Deng Ai and the effective 

end of Shu as an independent kingdom. The operation, planned by the Wei regent Sima Zhao, 

capitalized on Shu's diminished military capacity following the death of Chancellor Zhuge 

Liang in 234, a decline further worsened by internal corruption around the eunuch Huang 

Hao and by the repeated, inconclusive northern expeditions led by the general Jiang Wei. the 

fellow Wei general Zhong Hui pinned down the main Shu army in frontal engagements 

around Mianzhu and elsewhere. The Yinping route itself spanned roughly 350 kilometers of 

sheer cliffs, raging torrents, and uninhabited wilderness, terrain that Shu commanders had 

considered impassable for any organized army; Deng Ai's elite vanguard had to fell trees, 

level ground, and bridge streams as they advanced. After Deng Ai's unexpected appearance 

near the capital and a failed attempt by the Shu general Zhuge Zhan to halt him at Mianzhu, 

the Shu emperor Liu Shan voluntarily surrendered to Deng Ai, bringing the Shu Han state to 

an end.  



 

 

6.9. The Rise of Jin Dynasty 

Wei's own collapse followed swiftly on the heels of its victory over Shu, largely because that 

victory had further inflated the power of the Sima clan relative to the Cao imperial house. 

Sima Zhao's successor and son, Sima Yan succeeded him in 265 as both King of Jin and 

Counsellor-in-chief, and did not hesitate long before dethroning the last Wei emperor, Cao 

Huan, formally inaugurating the Jin dynasty and reducing the "Three Kingdoms" to a contest 

between Jin and the sole remaining southern state, Wu.  

 

6.10. Reunification of China 

In 266, the newly founded Jin dynasty had already replaced Cao Wei. Wu itself was 

meanwhile beset by internal turmoil, including rebellions in its southern territories; its final 

ruler, Sun Hao, initially lowered taxes and provided relief for the poor, but soon turned to 

cruelty and prioritized courtly extravagance over sound governance, alienating much of the 

political elite — though capable officials such as Lu Kai and Lu Kang managed to preserve a 

degree of stability for a time.In 279, Jin armies launched a coordinated, multi-pronged 

invasion of Wu. Despite attempts at resistance, Wu's forces were defeated, and its chancellor 

Zhang Ti was killed in the fighting. Recognizing that Wu's fall was inevitable, Sun Hao 



 

surrendered to the Jin dynasty on 31 May 280, an event that formally reunified China under a 

single imperial authority for the first time since the collapse of the Eastern Han and brought 

the Three Kingdoms period to its definitive close.  

 

7. Military Organization and Warfare 

At the time, armies were based on the environment of the state they were in. The armies were 

mainly large groups of militias, infantries, and cavalries. 

7.1. Wei’s Military 

By farmlands and population, Wei was by far the strongest of them all. With that kind of an 

economic advantage, it had the largest and most organized army. 

Cavalry was the main section of the Wei’s army. Fertile lands and the steppes, where the state 

was positioned, provided them with great cavalry units. Also, Cao Cao was so interested in 

cavalry, providing Wei even more cavalry units. Also Wei cavalry could use bows while 

mounted.  

 



 

  

(Cao Cao’s special unit.) 

About Wei infantry, they were the largest group in the army. In the times of war they used 

spears, swords and shields, but in times of peace, they did agricultural activities to be useful.  

About archer units. They were two different ranger units. Archers and crossbowmen. In 

sieges, crossbowmen were more popular since crossbows are stronger. However, bows were 

more reliable but less punishing. 

 

7.2. Shu Han’s Military 

Due to them having the least population,their army relied on tactics rather than numbers. 

Since the terrain was not okay for cavalry, they used infantries the most.  

The Shu Han’s infantry were armoured men. They were mastered at defensive battles.  

About ranger units, Shu Han had the best crossbows at the era. Since having that kind of an 

advantage their crossbowmen definitely had an advantage in large and plain terrains. 



 

 

(Crossbows that were used by Shu Han)  

7.3. Wu’s Military 

Because it’s location they had a strong navy. Some might say their navy was stronger than 

land army. 

Multi-layered large ships (louchan) were built. Those monstrous ships could carry catapults 

and hundreds of archers.  

 

The infantry of Wu was adapted to fight on mudy terrains and coastal areas in order to use the 

advantage of it.  



 

The cavalry was only used for scouting. 

The archers were specifically good at naval battles. They also had crossbows but archers 

were more.  

7.4. The Impact of Part 7 Over Directives 

So, being different from other committees, in this committee each kingdom will get a bonus 

based on their tactics 

Wei: When using armies made out of cavalry, your directive will get a higher success chance. 

Also assume that a 100-Wei cavalry faced a hundred Shu Han cavalry. The outcome will 

always be Wei's victory. If Shu Han’s directive is flawless, then Shu might win. Other than 

that, Wei is advantageous about cavalry. 

 Shu Han: Having the best crossbows at the time, their crossbowmen are tremendous. When 

using larger numbers of archers, your battle plan will be buffed. In sieges, normally garrison 

archers are advantageous since they have the high ground. But in the committee, if Shu Han 

uses their crossbowmen in sieges, they will not suffer any penalties of having the low ground. 

Wu: Their army is buffed near rivers. Also, they are able to build more ships without having 

to send a directive about building shipyards. Also, the smaller warships can be used in rivers 

to support your main army. When sieging a city or an army camp from the sea/river, your 

archers and catapults on the ship will get a buff.  
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